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grounds are authentic as the author ranges from the 
hills of Cuba to her plains, from the sea to the moun- 
tains. Sagaldo’s excesses were matched by the fury of 
the passionate Mambises but it is toward the latter that 


the reader’s sympathies ar 


The relation between Dabney and Rafaela 
4 
A 


e directed. 


} ’ 
qaoes not 
] 1 


reach a clear definition until at last acéo ret alizes that 


his symbol is a living thing. Street is best as he de- 
se 

scribes scene, a dramatic episode. His Maitaieie 

fail to become three dimensional. Dabney attains 


something of the fabulous as a person—a cx mbination 
of youth, experience, intuitive knowledge, and mature 
judgment—that might strain the credulity of some 
Rafaela Galban walks stiffly through the story 
albeit in character as a symbol. Macéo, the proud 


Mambi, is well drawn, however, as is Captain Fry. 


rea lers. 


The author has gone to certain pains to be historically 
accurate. It would have been wise if he had also 
checked his facts on those occasions when he felt it 
necessary to refer to the Catholic Church part of 
his background. On page 134 he is obviously misin- 
formed when he pictures Captain Fry, Mingo and the 
other unfortunates of the Virginius being shuffled into 
a prison chapel where “priests already were intoning 
a Mass for their souls, a Mass for the dead”. Clearly 
author Street has little if any conception of the differ- 
ence between the Mass for the living and the Mass for 
the dead when he describes this impossibility. Again, 
on page 250, the Church is held up in the oppressor’s 
role as she is shown to favor the Spanish cause simply 
because a rich Spain fattened on Cuba’s 
would mean a rich Church. That Leo would inter- 
vene in favor of his godchild, the young Alfonso, against 

e Mambises is also suggested. A minor discrepancy 
could be interpreted from Soto’s telling of the rosary 
on page 255, where we also read that the Church “has 
cursed the revolution”. On pages 310, 331 and 365 
the Church is again called a profiteer, and on page 339 
the priest defies his Church who associates with the 
Mambises, though it is suggested elsewhere that they 
call for the sacraments. The question arises do they 
call in vain? 


resources 


The novel closes as McKinley takes office and the 
United States is represented as finally becoming inter- 
ested in Cuban activity to the south. A weakened 
Spain should not be difficult to conquer. 


Apart from the above rather misleading references to 
the Church as a totalitarian force, the book appears to 
be unobjectionable The blurb is incorrect when it 
states that Mingo recruited volunteers in Havana. He 
did not. Nor did he become the intimate of harlots. 
No American heroes were about to be hanged on 
gallows—they were shot and butchered. This is pri- 
marily an adventure story without benefit of all these 
trappings. 

Rosemary McCormick, 

Toronto, Cana la 


* e Ld 


J., Rev. Edward D. 
Jesuits for the Negro 
$2.50. 


Reynolds, S. 


America Press. 1949. 232p 
Father Reynolds has tied together a story of endeavors 
for the Negro by members of his society, endeavors 
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Best SELLERS 





which are gradually coming into greater prominence 


throughout the country. 

A short first chapter covers the history of Jesuit Negro 
missions in South America and Africa. The main 
body of the work recounts the efforts of the Jesuits 
nies He iw in Florissant, Missouri; St. Louis; Cincin- 
nati; Cleveland; Denver; Spokane; San Diego; Louisiana; 
Mobile and Florida, with fuller details on the cold 
County missions of Maryland. The most interesti: 1g 
section is that on “Jesuit Advocates and Teacher 
dealing with National efforts and the Jesuits’ particula 
forte, education. A concluding chapter treats of th 
Jesuits in Jamaica. 


a 


have worked for the Negroes in the 
United States deserve a more competent apologia than 
they have received in the book reviewed here. The 
pioneering American Jesuits were, as was universally 
recognized at the time, “notorious” for their fine treat- 
ment of Negroes, particularly in Maryland. Even today 
Catholic Negroes of Southern Maryland origin dems yn- 
strate the Catholic spirit inculcated by their Jesuit 
mentors, to the edification of all engaged in the Negro 
Missions. he efforts of Father LaFarge, Heithaus, 
Garvey and Markoe serve oles as a continual encour- 
agement to those stationed in Negro parishes. The 
de pth and meaning of their struggles are lost in Jesuits 
for the Negro. This seems mainly to be clippings 
gathered over the years by Fr. Garvey and strung to- 
gether by a willing, even enthusiastic, amateur in 
Negrology, who was either unaware of the standard 
and current works on the subject or believed that 
quotes from saccharine-toned magazine articles could 
supply the place of up-to-date statistics. A book useful 
to high school Mission Crusade units, it will be disap- 
pointing to readers of higher critical outlook. 


INDEX TO THIS VOLUME 
Note \fter the reference to page and date there is 
given a numerical symbol! indicating the moral classi- 
fication of the book. These are the groups to which 
the symbols refer 
1. Suitable for General Reading. 
Il. Suitable for Adults Only Because of: 
a. Content and Style Too Advanced for 
Adolescents. 
b. Immoral Language or Incidents Which 
Do Not Invalidate the Book as a Whole. 
Unsuitable for General Reading But Permis- 
sible for Discriminating Adults. 
IV. Not Recommended to Any Class of Reader. 
Aldridge, J. The gH p. 191. Mar. 15, 1950. IIb 
Allen, F. The Great Pierpont Morgan, p. 22. May 1, 
1949, I 
Allen, R. Our Sovereign State, p. 183. Feb. 15, 1950. I 
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